Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.8.
Related literature
Substituted malonate, an important organic intermediate, is electrooxidized in methanol in the presence of halogen ions to afford the corresponding halomalonates, see: Okimoto & Takahashi (2002) . For a related structure, see: Liu et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Okimoto & Takahashi, 2002) . We have synthesized dimethyl 2-(quinolinmethyene)malonate, and reported its structure (Liu et al., 2010) . We now report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I).
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the benzene ring makes dihedral angles of 69.17 (5) and 80.81 (4)° with two side chains of malonate. In the crystal structure, the two malonate side chains comprising C/C/O/O atoms (C2/C3/O1/O2 and C113/C4/ O3/C4) are oriented at right angles (86.26 (6)°) with respect to each other. In the crystal structure, the crystal packing is stabilized by weak non-classical intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds which link the molecules into an infinite network; details have been provided in Table 1 and Fig. 2 .
An anhydrous methanol solution (130 ml) of 1-brommethyl-3,4,5-trimethoxy (26.0 g, 0.1 mol) was added to an anhydrous methanol solution (180 ml) of sodium methoxide (5.4 g, 0.1 mol) and dimethyl malonate (26.4 g, 0.2 mol). The mixture was refluxed for 6 hours. The product was isolated with silica gel column, then the solvent was removed and added petroleum ether (5 ml) to the white precipitate. The precipitate was then isolated, recrystallized from n-hexane, and dried in a vacuum to give the title compound in 75% yield. Colorless single crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an n-hexane solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were included in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The title structure plotted with displacement ellipsoids at 50% probability level.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Symmetry codes: (i) −x−1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (ii) −x+1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2.
Refinement. Refinement of
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